
Juniors  
11th grade is about focusing on grades, preparing for college entrance exams, beginning the college 
search, and planning for life after high school. During this 1st quarter, students should work on the 
following: 
- Set goals for the school year 
- Take the PSAT/NMSQT – it’s a qualifying test for the National Merit Scholarship Program. It will be 

administered on October 21st. Look for the sign up and pay the test fee. 
- Stay on track in classes and strengthen the GPA 
- College Exploration: Build a list of top 6 colleges; attend local information sessions from visiting 

college representatives 
- Update/create a resume 
- Stay active in clubs, sports, or community service (run for leadership and/or lead an initiative) 
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12th Grade Presentations 
 
2026 College & Career Night at 
World Golf Village Renaissance – 
September 2, 2026; 6:00-730 
p.m. 
 
ELA FAST 10 Retakes – 
September 10, 2026 
 
EOC Assessments (Retakes and 
for courses completed virtually) 
– September 15, 2026 
 
PSAT – October 21, 2026 
 
 
 

School Counselors  
 
Courtney Derisse  
Last Names: A-Eo  
 
Kimberly Grillo  
Last Names: Ep-Le  
 
Karin Ngai-Crim  
Last Names: Li-Ri  
 
Monica Ferguson 
Last Names: Ro-Z 
 
 

 
 

Freshmen  
Welcome to high school, Sharks! Our team looks forward to meeting our 9th graders. We will 
discuss tips on how to be successful in high school and prepare for the future. It is very important to 
start strong. Here are some strategies that lay the groundwork for a successful year: 
- Get involved-sign up for a club! 
- Find study partners in your classes  
- Begin community service  
- Learn about your GPA- Check HAC! 
- Take care of your emotional and mental health          
- Know where you can get help on campus (Teachers, Counselors, Deans) 
- Set a goal for the end of the year and where you want to be in 4 years                

Sophomores  
Welcome to 10th grade! The beginning of the school year is a great time to set goals, get involved, 
and start building a strong sophomore year. 
- Get Involved & Build Your Experiences! Join a club or sport, participate in community service, or 

consider a part-time job. Getting involved helps you develop leadership, teamwork, and 
communication skills while building connections within your school and community. Consistent 
involvement can also strengthen your high school transcript, future college applications, and 
overall college and career readiness.  

- Start Strong Academically! The habits and grades you build this year are important. Focus on:  
o GPA: Stay on top of your grades and ask for help early.  
o Organization: Keep track of assignments, deadlines, and upcoming assessments.  
o Course Rigor: Challenge yourself with courses appropriate for your academic strengths.  
o Study Habits: Develop a consistent routine. Take advantage of tutoring and teacher support.  

The PSAT is scheduled on campus for ALL sophomores on October 21. 
 

Counselors’ Corner 
Samantha Cruess is Ponte Vedra High School’s new College & Career Advisor. She is here to 
support students as they plan for life after high school. Students can visit the College & Career 
Center in room 565 for assistance with college applications, Common App, essays, scholarships, 
college and career exploration, application deadlines, and other postsecondary planning needs. 
Ms. Cruess will also coordinate college representative visits and college/career programming 
throughout the year to help students explore their options and connect with future opportunities. 
Students should stay updated on the College & Career Schoology page where they can sign up for 
college visits and book personal appointments. Her goal is to provide students with the resources, 
guidance, and individualized support they need to feel confident and prepared for their next step!  

 



Seniors  
School Counselors visited all Gov and 
Econ classes to review needed graduation 
requirements, provide support for 
Common App, talk about plans for after 
graduation, and cover eligibility for Bright 
Futures. Seniors are encouraged to make 
an appointment with their respective 
School Counselor to further discuss their 
individual plans for after graduation. It is 
important for seniors to check the Class of 
2027 Schoology page on a weekly basis as 
all timely information from Guidance will 
be posted on that page.  

Transcripts for college applications will be 
sent via Common App this year. Your 
senior must invite their School Counselor 
on their Common App so that required 
documentation and transcripts can be 
uploaded for delivery to their colleges. 
Seniors who are applying direct need to 
let their School Counselor know. 

Students needing a REQUIRED counselor 
letter of recommendation need to follow 
the instructions that are posted on their 
Class of 2027 Schoology page. 

The Bright Futures portal will open on 
October 1st. Please make sure that your 
senior applies at that time. 
Volunteer/work hours do not have to be 
completed to apply. Updated hours, 
grades, and test scores are uploaded to 
Bright Futures in January and again in the 
summer after graduation.  Here is the 
link:  https://www.floridastudentfinancial
aidsg.org/SAPHome/SAPHome?url=home.
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https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org%2FSAPHome%2FSAPHome%3Furl%3Dhome&data=05%7C02%7CKarin.Ngai-Crim%40stjohns.k12.fl.us%7Cea0b5bfd50da4ae3b9bf08de05cbbf05%7Cb3b3d057fc124f3f92f472be6e844351%7C0%7C0%7C638954569846742431%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wrP%2BDTmqKYeuzhX%2B%2FgIz1hbQSqefnGmuRnX%2BVyqnDaA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org%2FSAPHome%2FSAPHome%3Furl%3Dhome&data=05%7C02%7CKarin.Ngai-Crim%40stjohns.k12.fl.us%7Cea0b5bfd50da4ae3b9bf08de05cbbf05%7Cb3b3d057fc124f3f92f472be6e844351%7C0%7C0%7C638954569846742431%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wrP%2BDTmqKYeuzhX%2B%2FgIz1hbQSqefnGmuRnX%2BVyqnDaA%3D&reserved=0
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