Florida Common Core English Language Arts Standards Raise the Bar
Florida adopted the Common Core State Standards in English Language Arts and Math in 2010.
Aimed at ensuring that graduates of Florida high schools are fully prepared for college and a
career, these standards are more rigorous for students than most states’ past standards. Common
Core State Standards are targeted at the most important skills and knowledge that students need
to know, so they are streamlined and clearer. Because there are fewer standards teachers can get
to the heart of what matters for students to be successful.
Whether in college or at work, you have to be able to communicate effectively. In addition to
reading great works of literature, the Common Core English Language Arts standards emphasize
reading informational text (a biology textbook) and literary non-fiction (e.g. Harriet Tubman:
Conductor on the Underground Railroad by Ann Petry). It is critical for both college and the
workplace that students be able to deeply understand what they’ve read and write and speak
about it clearly. But these standards also ensure that students read stories and great works of
literature. A key difference between the old state standards and Common Core is that students
are expected to read high quality and more challenging books in earlier grades than before.
Just as important, the literacy standards aren’t just for ELA classes—they are designed to make
reading comprehension and effective writing a part of history, social studies, science, careertechnical education and other content areas.
The ultimate goal is for students to apply these skills to increasingly challenging texts as they
progress through K-12 and into colleges, universities and the workplace. Below are a few
examples of how the Florida Common Core ELA standards raise the bar for Florida students.

KINDERGARTEN
Comparison of Current Florida Standards to Common Core ELA/Literacy Standards
NOW - The Common Core Standards
THEN - The current Florida
Communication for the General Public
require students to:
standards require students
to:
Identify the letter-sound correspondences The current standards require students to
Identify the letter-sound
for ALL letters of the alphabet, including identify the letter sounds for MOST letters
correspondences for MOST
both long and short vowel sounds for a, e, of the alphabet. The Common Core will
letters.
i, o, and u.
require kindergarten students to identify the
letter sounds for ALL letters of the
alphabet, including both long and short
vowel sounds for a, e, i, o, and u.
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Read simple words (e.g. cat,
sit, man, pit, etc.) in isolation
and in text.

Read text consisting of short sentences
comprised of simple words (e.g. cat, sit,
man, pit, etc.) and high frequency words
(e.g. the, of, to, you, she, my, is, are, do,
does) with purpose and understanding.

Retell the main events (e.g.,
beginning, middle, end) of a
story, and describe the
characters and the setting.

In addition to the previous standards’
expectations, the Common Core goes a
step further requiring students to compare
and contrast the adventures and
experiences of characters in familiar
stories.

Identify the purpose of
informational text and retell
important facts from a text
heard or read.

In addition to the previous standards’
expectations, the Common Core goes a
step further requiring students to:
• Describe the connection between
two individuals, events, ideas, or
pieces of information in a text,
and
• Identify basic similarities in and
differences between two texts on
the same topic (e.g., in
illustrations, descriptions, or
procedures).

The current standards require students to
read simple words in a list and in text. The
Common Core will require kindergarten
students to read text consisting of short
sentences made up of simple words (e.g.
cat, sit, man, pit, etc.) and frequently used
words (e.g. the, of, to, you, she, my, is, are,
do, does) with purpose and understanding.
The current standards require students to be
able to retell a story, and describe the
characters and the setting of the story. The
Common Core goes a step further requiring
students to compare and contrast the
adventures and experiences of characters in
familiar stories.
The current standards require students to be
able to identify the purpose of informational
text and retell important facts from the text
hear or read. The Common Core goes a step
further requiring students to: Describe the
connection between two individuals, events,
ideas, or pieces of information in a text.
Common Core also require students to be
able to identify basic similarities in and
differences between two texts on the same
topic (e.g., in illustrations, descriptions, or
procedures).

Grade 8
Comparison of Current Florida Standards to Common Core Standards
NOW - The Common Core Standards
THEN - The current Florida
Communication for the General Public
require students to:
standards require students
to:
The student will analyze and Analyze a case in which two or more texts In the current standards, students are
provide conflicting information on the
required to read similar topics by different
evaluate similar themes or
same topic and identify where the texts
authors, but are not required to look for
topics by different authors
anything in particular. In Common Core,
across a variety of fiction and disagree on matters of fact or
interpretation.
students are required to identify where the
nonfiction selections.
authors’ information differs from one
another, and determine whether the
differences are facts or author
interpretation.
Demonstrate command of the conventions In the current standards, students are
The student will edit for
of standard English grammar and usage
required to use verbs correctly in a
correct use of the eight parts
when writing and speaking.
sentence, but are not told specifically what
of speech (noun, pronoun,
to look for and change; the standard is
verb, adverb, adjective,
a. Explain the function of verbals
vague. In Common Core, students are
conjunction, preposition,
(gerunds, participles, infinitives)
given specific tasks relating to different
interjection), regular and
in general and their function in
types of verbs, ways of using verbs, and
irregular verbs, and pronoun
particular sentences.
how to use other words that relate to verbs.
agreement.
b. Form and use verbs in the active
and passive voice.
c. Form and use verbs in the
indicative, imperative,
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d.

interrogative, conditional, and
subjunctive mood.
Recognize and correct
inappropriate shifts in verb voice
and mood.

Grade 9-10
Comparison of Current Florida Standards to Common Core Standards
NOW - The Common Core Standards
THEN - The current Florida
Communication for the General Public
require students to:
standards require students
to:
The current standards require students to
The student will write essays Write arguments to support claims in an
write a persuasive essay and use evidence to
that state a position or claim, analysis of substantive topics or texts,
using valid reasoning and relevant and
support the claim, but are vague regarding
present detailed evidence,
sufficient evidence.
how to support the claim and how to tie the
examples, and reasoning to
a. Introduce precise claim(s),
entire paper together. The Common Core
support effective arguments
distinguish the claim(s) from
will require students to organize their paper
and emotional appeals, and
alternate or opposing claims, and in a specific format, explain how to develop
acknowledge and refute
create an organization that
evidence for and against their argument,
opposing arguments.
establishes clear relationships
and how to give an objective perspective to
among claim(s), counterclaims,
the paper. Lastly, the Common Core will
reasons, and evidence.
require students to use an appropriate style
b. Develop claim(s) and
for the audience and require students to tie
counterclaims fairly, supplying
everything together in a logical, smooth
evidence for each while pointing way.
out the strengths and limitations
of both in a manner that
anticipates the audience’s
knowledge level and concerns.
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses
to link the major sections of the
text, create cohesion, and clarify
the relationships between
claim(s) and reasons, between
reasons and evidence, and
between claim(s) and
counterclaims.
d. Establish and maintain a formal
style and objective tone while
attending to the norms and
conventions of the discipline in
which they are writing.
e. Provide a concluding statement
or section that follows from and
supports the argument presented.

The Common Core standards have increased expectations of students through the type of texts that are
expected to be read at particular grade levels. The table below presents an example of the increased
expectations on the types of texts that students should be able to read at each grade level.
More Difficult Text Reading
Sarah, Plain and Tall is a story that was typically read at the fourth grade level; the Common Core
expect second and third grade students to be able to read this story with deep understanding.
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Casey at the Bat, a popular children’s poem, is typically read in middle school, but will now be read in
upper elementary levels.
The “Letter on Thomas Jefferson”, typically read at the high school level, will now be read at the middle
school level.
A Doll’s House is a play that was typically read in eleventh or twelfth grade, will be read in ninth or
tenth.
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Florida Common Core Mathematics Standards Raise the Bar
In 2010, Florida adopted a more rigorous set of academic standards to ensure that students are
ready for college or the workforce when they graduate from our public schools. These standards,
the Common Core State Standards in English Language Arts and Math, create higher
expectations for our students. They challenge students to read critically, write extensively and
solve real-world math problems at greater capacity, raising the bar for all students and resulting
in a more valuable education. As Florida implements these new standards, it is important to
understand how they will better prepare children for future academic and career challenges.
Higher Academic Standards in Math:
The Common Core State Standards for math are designed to ensure students fully understand the
content of math: numbers, measurement, algebra, geometry, and the processes of math: problem
solving, reasoning, and making connections. These are the fundamental math skills needed to
succeed throughout elementary, middle and high school, college and beyond – regardless of
career path. While the old standards focused on simply expecting students to work the problem,
the new standards expect students to understand why the answer is the answer, and why there
may be different ways to arrive at the correct answer. Students need to move beyond knowing
how to plug numbers into a formula to arrive at the correct answer. They need to understand
why the formula works, and show that they understand it. In order to do this, students must
master early on the foundational skills of addition, subtraction, multiplication and division.
The implementation of Common Core State Standards began during the school year 2011-2012.
Below are a few examples of how the Florida Common Core Math standards raise the bar for
Florida students.
Comparison of past Florida Standards to Florida Common Core Mathematics Standards
Grade/Subject THEN – The past
Florida standards
required students to:
Elementary

Require kindergarten
students to count to 20
out loud, in writing,
and count to 20 using
objects
Require 2nd graders to
identify time to the

NOW – The Florida
Common Core
Standards require
students to:
Require kindergarten
students to count to 100
by ones, and by tens.

Communication for the General
Public

Require 1st graders to
tell and write time in

The Common Core requires
students to tell and write time to

The Common Core requires
students to count to 100 by ones,
and by tens (eg. 10, 20, 30, 40,
etc), rather than simply counting
to 20.
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nearest hour and half
hour

hours and half-hours
using analog and digital
clocks

Require 3rd graders to
identify, describe, and
apply division and
multiplication as
inverse operations

Require 3rd graders to
fluently multiply and
divide within 100, using
strategies such as the
relationship between
multiplication and
division (e.g., knowing
that 8 ×
5 = 40, one knows 40 ÷
5 = 8) or properties of
operations. By the end
of Grade 3, know from
memory all products of
two one-digit numbers
Require 5th graders to
multiply and divide
fractions, and solve real
world problems
involving addition,
subtraction,
multiplication, and
division of fractions
6th graders are expected
to write and evaluate
numerical expressions
involving whole-number
exponents.

Require 6th graders to
multiply and divide
fractions efficiently

Middle School

Algebra I

7th graders were
expected to perform
exponential operations
with rational bases and
whole number
exponents.
7th graders were
expected to express
rational numbers as
terminating or
repeating decimals.

Solve literal equations
for a specific variable.

7th graders are expected
to convert a rational
number to a decimal
using long division;
know that the decimal
form of a rational
number terminates in 0s
or eventually repeats.
Rearrange formulas to
highlight a quantity of
interest using the same
reasoning as in solving
equations. For example,
rearrange Ohm’s Law V
= IR to highlight the
resistance, R.

the nearest hour and half hour in
first grade while the past
standards did not expect this skill
to be mastered until second grade.
The Common Core requires
students to memorize times tables,
and fluently multiply and divide
within 100, while the past
standards simply require that
students apply division and
multiplication regardless of the
amount of time it takes to
complete such task.

The Common Core requires 5th
grade students to solve real world
problems through multiplying and
dividing fractions, while the past
standards did not expect students
to simply multiply and divide
fractions until 6th grade.
The Common Core Standard
requires 6th grade students to write
and solve expressions using
whole-number exponents which is
a year ahead of previous
standards.
Common Core standards are
specific as to what a 7th grader
should be able to do and explain
related to repeating and
terminating decimals when using
long division, while the past
standards emphasize just “getting
the answer.”
The past standard was general
requiring students to solve an
equation for a specific variable (a
letter in an equation that
represents a value like length of a
rectangle or radius of a circle).
The Common Core standards
describe the process of solving an
equation for a specific variable as
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Geometry

As 9th graders, solve
systems of linear
equations in two and
three variables using
graphical, substitution,
and elimination
methods.

As 8th graders, solve
systems of two linear
equations in two
variables algebraically
and estimate solutions
by graphing the
equations. Solve simple
cases by inspection. For
example, 3x + 2y = 5
and 3x + 2y = 6 have no
solution because 3x + 2y
cannot simultaneously
be 5 and 6.

Use properties of
similarity and
congruence in triangles
to solve problems
involving lengths and
areas.

Use congruency and
similarity criteria for
triangles to solve
problems and to prove
relationships in
geometric figures.

a method of highlighting that
value. Students are usually
capable of finding the area of a
rectangle when given length and
width. However, this standard
requires students to find length of
a rectangle when its width and
area are given.
The past standard required
students to solve systems of
equations in 9th grade.
The Common Core standards
require 8th grade students to solve
systems of equations. These are
two equations with 2 variables
(usually x and y). The standard
also requires students to use
logical thinking to identify
immediate solutions to simple
problems like the one described in
the standard.
The past standard and the
Common Core standard are
closely related. However, the
Common Core standard requires
students to not only use similar
triangles (triangles that are the
same shape, but different sizes) to
find lengths and areas, but also to
solve real-life application
problems using similar triangles.
The Common Core standard also
calls for students to prove why
other relationships exist in
geometric figures.
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