
Rising Seniors (Class of 2018)
Get ready to apply to college!

Stay updated with the PVHS College & Career Center!

Activate your Naviance account & sign up for our 
Edmodo page.



What you should be doing NOW:

• Link your CollegeBoard PSAT/SAT to Khan Academy for personalized 
test tutorials, if you plan on taking the SAT again.



What you should be doing NOW:
• Register to take the SAT (Remaining test dates this year):  June 3, register NOW!

• Register to take the ACT (Remaining test dates this year):  June 10, register NOW!

If you are finishing Algebra 2, now is 
the best time to take the SAT and ACT, 
while it is fresh in your mind.

If you are on Free & Reduced Lunch, 
see your counselor for a test fee waiver.



What you should be doing this SUMMER:
• Build your RESUME, if you haven’t already

• This helps your counselor & your teachers write your letters of 
recommendation  (Colleges DO NOT see your Naviance account!!)

• This also helps YOU remember your activities from freshman year when it 
comes time to fill out your college and scholarship applications.

• If you can, volunteer or intern in a field that interests you



What you should be doing this SUMMER:
• Explore your Naviance account

• If you have NO IDEA what you want to major in, take the Career Interest 
Profiler under the “Careers” tab



What you should be doing this SUMMER:
• Research colleges using your Naviance account, build your list of 

prospective schools under the “Colleges I’m thinking about” section.
• VISIT prospective colleges over the summer, if possible 
• Think about which of your CURRENT teachers you’d like to ask for a letter 

of recommendation, if needed, in the fall.



Research Colleges
If you need help finding colleges with your choice of major, try using the 

SuperMatch College Search in Naviance.



Choose prospective colleges
Look at the list of schools that SuperMatch finds for 

you and click on the heart to add them to your 
“colleges I’m thinking about” list



Colleges I’m thinking about
Once you’ve created your list, check out 

deadlines and click on the graph to the right, 
and “compare me” at the top.



Narrow it down with scattergrams
Once you’ve found a few possibilities, check 
out the competition using the scattergram.



“Compare me” to the average accepted 
students from PVHS



Know What College Costs!
Tuition is not the only cost involved.  Know the “Cost of Attendance.”
Other costs to consider:
Housing
Meal Plans
Student Activity Fees
Specific course and lab fees
Student Parking
Books
Transportation to and from home to school

These fees are NOT covered by Bright Futures

UF: FSU:



Parents’ role in the 
College Selection Process

• Let your child take ownership of the college selection 
process from beginning to end

Stand by as a sounding board and a source of encouragement 
and advice
• Trust your child, and trust that you have prepared your 

child well for this very important decision
Remember who is going to college; but have an open 
discussion about your wants and financial limitations as well
• Create a calendar with your child and organize it with tasks
Don’t hesitate to question and remind him or her of deadlines
• Consider the overall cost of attendance
Complete your portion of the FAFSA and help your child 
compare the bottom line of all financial aid offers



What you should be doing this SUMMER:
• If you are considering applying for a military service academy or        

4-year ROTC scholarship, start looking at your options.  Application 
periods open 12-18 months before you begin college depending on 
the branch of service.  It is a lengthy application process.  Start NOW!



If you plan to play sports in college
Register with the NCAA Eligibility Center



What are college admissions offices looking at?

• Academic rigor  
• Strength of senior schedule
• Courses taken vs. courses available
• Grade Point Average (GPA) – particularly in core subjects
• SAT/ACT scores
• AP test scores (not all schools will look at this)
• School and Community Involvement/Leadership
• Unique qualities or circumstances
• How will this student fit in and add to our campus?

Need help with this??  See your guidance counselor!!!



What you should be doing this SUMMER:
• Research scholarships using your Naviance account and other online 

sources, check deadlines.  Make a list of scholarships you will apply for now 
and next year.  Stay organized!

OR



What you should be doing this SUMMER:
• Draft your admissions essay.  Ask two trusted adults to proofread it.

NOTE*  You can modify and reuse your 
admissions essay for scholarship applications too!



Summer Homework

Research and find:
1-2 “reach” schools
1-2 “good match” schools
1 “fall back” school

This will prepare you for 
application season beginning in 
August!!



Know your application terms:

• Early Action

• Early Decision (this is BINDING!!)

• Regular Decision

• Rolling Admission

• Deferred

• Waitlisted

Read through 
this webpage!



Important dates to be aware of:

• Activate your NAVIANCE account NOW, if you haven’t already

• SAT = June 3, register NOW

• ACT = June 10, register NOW

• First week of August many colleges open their application windows.  
Check for EA, ED, and RD deadlines.

• Fall 2017 = look for the Senior Information Night and Financial Aid 
for College Night

• Fall 2017 = look for college rep visits at our school on Naviance, this 
will be updated often throughout the fall



If you have further questions, see your guidance 
counselor or go to the College & Career Center:


